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assistance league’
Greater Collin County

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE of
Greater Collin County is a non
profit philanthropic organization
whose volunteers are dedicated t
serving the citizens of Collin
County.

Our Goal

To act as a friend at any and all time
to men, women and children in need
care and guidance and assistance
spiritually, emotionally and physically

| PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
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LUNCH after the meeting will be:
A SURPRISE!

(Real info to follow in an

email after contact with

Stonebriar. ) WOHR

We are about to begin a new year and | am awed. Awed by the
response you continually give when “stuff happens.” That was
especially true when the notice went out that it wasrhe to move. You
rolled up your sleeves and the packing, loading and stackingegan.

A personal thank you to Faye for leading us to the new sitep tAnne
and Marilyn, who didn’'t seem at all ruffled when faced wih the
responsibility of moving, to Connie Bland who sat with me a fe
afternoons awaiting various contractors, and to Beth Corcoran who
chaired the “big move”, which | assure you was much more tharust
moving boxes. Thanks to the Hospitality Committee for the #ats and
drinks that carried us through the heat and hunger.

Of course we cannot forget all the strong backs you provided in
volunteering your husbands and sons. We couldn’t have done it
without trucks, provided by Mike Warmus and Rich Corcoran, ae
drivers. Fred Lauten had our heating and air-conditioning wits
checked out before we even started the moving-in procesBottie
Lauten found the electrician and we can now turn on the dgihts at the
front door. We are still “moving in” so be patient. The phones lost in
space but should be recovered soon. The new mailbox istire FedEx
truck at this moment and on its way. The new desk unis off the
drawing board and construction will begin soon. Isn’t it exding!

The “move” has been a priority these past few months, butlpase
know that Assistance League® business has still gone on.

We hosted Texas Networking in June with Martha Skelton and tre
committee putting on a wonderful event. Nine Texas chapts and five
women from our National office gathered at the Embassy Suitder
two days of sharing and learning how to strengthen our chapter.

| am excited to begin our new year as your president. Theew Board
is ready to begin. My hope is that we will continue growing ah
becoming an ever stronger presence in our community.




Faye, Carolyn, Tom and | did a presentation for Wal-
green's managers. We hope to have some involvement
with Walgreens on a local level soon. On the 14th | had a
presentation with the general manager of the Staples
Store in McKinney, and that too looks very promising.

The new brochures (in bookmark form) are ready for all of
you to use as you solicit for Holiday Happening. | chal-
lenge each and every one of you to have at least 2 auction
items by the August meeting.

You will be hearing the word “Branding” a lot this year. It
is the new focus from National---whatever we do, we do
together with the same language, the same facts and fig-
ures and we are always on the same page.

I have the press releases ready for the 10th anniversary of
Making It Happen and 50th year of Operation School
Bell®, and we are getting ready for the press on our Open
House at the new office. So all in all it's falling into place. |
believe that this year, with all of us motivated as we never
have been before, in spite of the economy, the war, the
food and gas prices, we will overcome and have the most
successful H.H. event in our history as Assistance
League of Greater Collin County. Please commit---
together we can achievel!!l

Hospitality
There will be a brief meeting at the office on Mon-

day, Aug. 4th @ 11 am to plan refreshments for the
Open House.

Fran Baker

Hope everyone is enjoying their summer wherever you ar

Please take some time to think about what you canrdo f
Holiday Happening!! It is early this year on Oct. 11. Ués-
perately need auction items. Restaurants are havough
time filling their places during the summer. Pleasd yisir
favorite spots and ask them for gift certificates. Be ey
give you a generous expiration date. We also need golf
rounds--this is a great seller!! Whatever you can ifido&
appreciated!!

Please send in your reservations for HH. As yoallree
voted to require each member to purchase 4 tickets.mégu
sell tickets or give your friends a discount and make up th
difference, but please find a way to purchase 4 tickéts.
have to guarantee a certain number to Embassy Suitekis
year we guaranteed 350--it was 400 last year. If we do n
reach this guarantee we must make up the differencén Ea
ticket costs $100 and tables for ten cost $900. The pewre
ple in attendance the more money we can raise!!

We also voted that after a certain date the pffieetioket to
HH would be raised to $125. The cut-off date is Oct. His T
will give you plenty of time to confirm your reservatfowith
you and your guests. Please save money and reselywe eg

Please bring Holiday items to the Aug. meetingisTay
also include Thanksgiving items in addition to Christnras (¢
Hanukkah. Please bring Baby Shower and Pet Lovers gift
the September meeting.

In order to get our name and logo out to the public we h
ordered t-shirts for our membership. If the commeasit
which we serve see our logo they will more readilypgeize
Assistance League. Jody Riley has a contact andene w
able to order t-shirts at a very reasonable prideey will be
attractive and affordable. We plan to be able torweam at
the Balloon Festival, Operation School Bell, Holid4ap-
pening set-up and other events in which we participate.
need to get our name out there and we hope you feel the
and purchase a t-shirt. If your husband is participatiriige
Balloon Festival he may want to wear a t-shirt also.
Marilyn Callahan

O

hd t
Dt
\C

=

D
S to

[

same

The office has been moved and things are startingttorganized. Before we know it everything will be iag# and ready to

go for the new year.

In addition to planning for ourenir 6 programs this year we will also be deciding wihato with the

excess clothing from Assault Survivor Kits®. Althouglany of these items can be used for Operation SchootH&e# will be
quite a few leftovers (especially t-shirts). Pleas®kbby Sovern or me know if you have any ideas aboubd lgome for
these items. Plans will also need to be made foldanlyrella Programs we would like to do. There aregytinbe some
changes in the way we reimburse members with expenstgefprograms. The chairmen will be doing closeskireg of
money spent this year. Details will follow, but if yate buying anything for one of the programs, check thighprogram

chair.

Please watch your email for details aboutrvthe programs will kick off the new year and wherphelneeded. Pass

the Word and Wee Memaories continue to work over tinenser and those chairmen will let you know if they nesldiv-

teers. After the shelving is in place there willdts of clothes to unpack. So this will be a working sw@nfar many of our
members. | know we will be able to rely on evemydn step up and get everything in place. Bring yolancrs to the Augus
meeting and be ready to sign up as we start anothepf/sarving the community through our programs.

Connie Bland




Strateqgic Planning

Our chapter currently has a Strategic Plan in place, which Jean
Brost very capably managed last year. During the next couple of
months, | will be asking for your input regarding what you think
we should have as part of a strategic plan. At our August meet-
ing, I'll provide a copy of the current plan which you can review
and start thinking about whether we need to make updates to

it. Although the content of the plan is not something we need to
work on every month, | would like to see us reporting progress
against our objectives every month, so it's important to have a
current and very relevant plan. Your input will be greatly appreci-
ated.

Nancy Naigle

PASS THE WORD

Pass the Word has a wonderful surprise for any of
members who have not been to the hospital for aewlik
have a new office! Effective July'® we moved into muc

small refrigerator, tables and chairs. Another chanieh
should be very welcome to our 'preppers' is that
magazines are now being sent directly to the hospital.

We would like to thank the “summer staff’ and welcomg
new members who might be interested in participa
beginning this fall. Sign-up sheets will be availableuasal
for the August meeting. As this program falls under
guidelines of the Volunteer Services Department

Let’s Inform Our City Councils! | think we'd all agree
that increasing the visibility of Assistance League is of
great importance to help our organization grow and thrive
so that we can continue to provide the services so badly
needed by our constituents. During the Texas Network-
ing conference, one of the visiting chapters said that one
of the ways in which they “got the word out” was to
speak in front of their City Councils. Doing so in our cit-
ies would be a great way to spread information to each
city as well as to announce our upcoming open

house. I've researched the process for speaking in front
of the City Councils in Plano, Frisco, McKinney, Richard-
son, Allen and Fairview, and | have the dates for when
each council meets. What | need is a resident of each
city to deliver a 2-3 minute talk. Speakers will be pro-
vided with meeting date, time, locations and description
of process to follow, and a pre-written 2-3 minute
speech. All you have to do is to show up, follow the proc-
ess, read the speech and then answer any questions that
might be asked. I'll do McKinney, so | need 5 other
speakers who could do this in early September. Please
let me know if you'd take a few minutes to represen 't
Assistance League to your City Council. Call me at
972-762-0431 or email at nnaigle@ulbi.com .

Nancy Naigle on behalf of Jody Riley, PR

Presbyterian Hospital, there are policies and procedhes
must be followed in order to volunteer. A new men]
wishing to volunteer must contact a chairman of Pasq
Word for complete details. Returning members are remi
to stay current with their medical tests as requiredhm
hospital. We continue to welcome donations of re
magazines at the office, the hospital, or the gemeeating.

Nancy Ganci and Kate Suhorsky

EDUCATION

“Build the Brand"/ "Elevator Message"
We all need a short, crystal clear description ofAssis-
tance League (our brand) when meeting new people and
tential members. Many of us want to articulate theigs of
membership to others, but we get tongue tied. | knloawe
to practice out loud on how to say "philanthropic” cor-
rectly. This short informative spiel will be what wal call
an "elevator message." The idea being that we couldibeg
Assistance League to an outsider in the short spacealéa
vator ride. So....I would like to develop a simple messhaa
we all could embrace and maybe memorize for our chap-
ter.....and | need your help! Let me hear your ideasiend
scriptions of what our elevator message would entail by
emailing me atoreasahyde@sbcglobal.néfeep your mes-

sage direct and focused and think about these 3 question
when responding: 1) What does Assistance League do?

Where is it heading? 3) Why should anyone carezolii-

Here's hoping your summer has been great, we are al
to start a new calendar year for Assistance League.

Membership has a goal this year to work very hard tov
increasing our active members. In order to achieve thi

pilé the results and let you know in the next newsl|ethet
hopefully, we'll have a great message for others. Stay

larger quarters around the corner from our old closef.
addition to lots of space, the hospital also provided us &ji

po-
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LLoreasa Hyde

goal, we'll need the help from ALL of YOU!!

We want to try new ways to introduce Assistance Leag
to prospective new members and we are working on p
that will be revealed to you, at a later date. YouyuzH
need to be ready to come forward with names, names
prospective new members.

Carol Marsh
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EPlease welcome our new members:
ns
Diane Fazio

Patricia Kennemur Maggie Wins|
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Read Aloud Program
It's time to gear up for the start of Read Aloud Prograhii
new and returning volunteers must renew their “Volentep-
plication” by going to the Plano ISD websitevatiw.pisd.edu
Click on the home page, click on Volunteer Applicatiothat
bottom of the page and follow instructions. Plario i®
longer requires that a notarized copy be kept at thekcho
An orientation for new and returning volunteers walteld
at Davis sometime in September. The date and tith&evi

announced at the August meeting and via email once itas-¢le

mined.
Volunteers can begin signing up for times at the Augdi$t
meeting or email me &mal948@yahoo.com

Kathy Armstrong

Making It Happen
Making It Happen is ready to start a new year with esidents in the
Plano Community Homes in September. More info will bthenSep-
tember newsletter. Sign up will be available for doizepdonations
at the August meeting.

Carol Mangham

BRIGHT IDEAS
We will start Bright Ideas in September.

OPERATION SCHOOL BELL
Operation School Bell is up and running. We have set up S
shelves and are beginning to see what we want to dsodys
as we get the shelves where we want them, committies
begin to get calls to fill them, so be ready. Anne waikiel to
thank her husband and grandchildren for the work they ha
done on Sunday mornings putting shelves together and co
racks on the walls. We have received

three deliveries already, so we know UPS

has found us. With luck and hard work,

we will be ready by the time school startg r
Marilyn Warmus/Anne Schuelke/Linda

Nicholson

May Installation of the New Board

ome

€ | Marilyn Callahan & Debbie Robertson at Texas Networki

WEE MEMORIES
A few boxes have already been delivered to Presbytg
Plano since June 1. | hope everyone was able to ope
email sent outlining the preferences of the hospital fo
blankets. If you could not open the attachment, pleas
call or email me. We are most appreciative of those n
bers and non-members who are making the blan-
kets. Please remember to record the time you spend
ting.

Ellen Lee
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€M | End of Year Party at Martha & Tom Smith’s
KniEANASTA

Canasta will resume in September. Look [ \¢; @
information in next month’s newsletter.
Nancy Huett & Pat Darby
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